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fight with salinity

scale project, Mr Coaker said
that was not the EE& inten-
tion.

“It all began when we started
draining our salt-affected land,”
he said. .

“In doing that, we built open
deep drains to lower the water
table, and then pump the water
back into the evaporation ba-
sins.

“We thought we could use
these saline ponds to grow fish,
but these fouled up with too
much waste.

“We ftried a few different
things, but that these were un-
successful.”

Determined not to be ,cmmﬁob
Mr Coaker said he then sought
the expertise of Gavin Partridge
and Bruce Ginbey of the Austra-
lian Centre for Applied Aqua-
culture Research, part of Chal-
lenger Institute of Technology
in Fremantle.

Dr Partridge has a PhD in in-
land saline aquaculture and Mr
Ginbey is an aquaculture sys-
tems specialist.

Together, they helped the
Coakers design the prototype
for their current aquaculture
system.

The system used by the Coak-
ers is called a recirculating
aquaculture system and is be-
lieved to be the biggest of its type
operating in WA.

Even though, after several

hiccups, the system is now run-
ning smoothly, Mr Coaker said
there was still much work to be
done.

“We still have to refine our fil-
tration system as we still have a

. few problems there,” he said.

“We are also going to try a few
other species that have been
identified as being pretty good
and we need to look at expand-
ing our market base.”

Because of the intensive feed
requirements — the fishrequire
feeding atleast three times daily
using formulised pellets — the
Coakers have employed a full-
time staff member.

Mr Coaker said the barra-
mundi operation had helped to-
wards reclaiming a 450ha block
where the drainage system was
contained.

Before the drain being in-
stalled, only about 321ha of this
was arable, but this year a fur-
ther 100ha or so had been plant-
ed with canola, Mr Coaker said.

“Most of the arable area is
now back under cultivation, al-
though still under duress,” he
said.

“Some of it will have to be
planted to saltbush due to the se-
verity of the salinity.”

To further aid the Coakers’
fight against salinity; this year
28,000 trees and shrubs were
planted along the drainage lines
by Ian Pulbrook, of Greenoil

Evaporation basins at David Coaker’s Morawa farm.

Tree Nursery, in Yandanooka.

Mr Pulbrook collects all the
seed locally, ensuring all species
planted are suited to the area.

Mr Coaker said the establish-
ment process had been challeng-
ing and financial and time in-
vestment requirements had put
pressure on the business.

But he expected going for-
ward, the operation would be
less time-intensive, and it would
break even next year.

“The biggest challenge has
been educating ourselves and
putting a system together that
works,” he said.

“We did everything two or
three times over before we could
get it to work.

“But on the positive side, we
have demonstrated we can grow
a very good product.

"We have established the salt
water fish will grow well here.

“That’s been heartening.”

With much of the hard work
complete in establishing the sys-
tem, Mr Coaker hopes to strike
the right balance between his
new aguaculture venture and
his 9300ha cropping program,
which this year includes wheat,
canola, barley and lupins.

He hasbeen under added pres-
sure this year because of a par-
ticularly dry start to the grow-
ing season in the area.

The Coakers sold out of sheep
earlier this year because they no

- tem, and because they had estab-
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in a tank which can hold 12,000 juvenile fish.

longer fitted their rotation sys-

lished the aguaculture as an al-
ternative enterprise, Mr Coaker
said.

“One of the driving factors in
following the barramundi oper-
ation all the way through is
knowing we would have a busi-
ness on the farm that does not
rely on the rain,” he said.

“And it’s good to know we are
not letting the saline land sit
there being unproductive.”

Govt boost for
aquaculture

The Barnett Government has
given aquaculture a boost, offi-
cially designating the fledging
industry as “strategically im-
portant” in a new policy state-
ment.

Under the “statement of com-
mitment”, the Government un-
dertakes to “recognise and sup-
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boats and caravans, with proven quality.
They are built to last for WA conditions.
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portaquaculture as alegitimate
use of the State’s land and aquat-
ic resources”.

The policy statement pledges
the Government to support the
existing industry, establish new
aquaculture zones, streamline
or reduceregulation and streng-
then the industry by offering
longer-term leases and other
Government support.

Fisheries Minister Ken Bas-
ton said the'same demographic
factors spurring investment in
WA's beef production — arising
Asian middle class — were also
in play for fresh seafood.

About 2000 tonnes a year of
barramundi are produced in a
special aquaculture zone in
Cone Bay in the Kimberley, with
the potential to grow to 20,000t.
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i renching Attachmorts

._‘ * Planetary Drive Post Hole Borers and Trenchers

%7 made in Australia.

* Wide range of auger drive attachments from
mini to 30 tonne excavators, skid steer loaders,
backhoe, truck cranes, telehandlers, tractor FEL etc

* Augers range from 100 o 2400mm & feature close
pitch flights for max seil removal
o Suppliers of a large range of other machine

; attachments inc Rock Breakers, Stump Grinders,

Road Brooms, Buckets, Forks, Mowers, Log

&8 Splitters, Mixers, Rotary Hoe etc

% * Suppliers of Ground Engaging Tools and Wear parts

i3 for most requirements
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BORING, ﬂmmZOEZO AND
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

EZI-LOADA

ALLOY

LOADING RAMPS

® 1.5 to 11.5 tonne
capacity

= Available to suit rubber

tyres, rubber tracks &
steel tracks.

DIGGA WEST

U6/15 Yampi Way
Willetton, 6155

FORWARD

BUCKET ROAD
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BROOMS

The new O:mxmﬁ oatmill will be operational late this year. We require
more Milling Oats 1o service our increased capacity requirement

Contact Chris or Craig to discuss oat
contracting for the 2015 crop.

Chris: 0429 098 195
Craig: 0429 199 20
Office: 9454 8166

1 Quaker Oats Australia
A PepsiCo Company
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MMJ Perth
{08) 9325 5880

Www.mmj.com.au

FOR SALE

Kalgan River Chalets and Caravan Park, Albany

By Expressions of Interest
Closing 1pm, Wed 2nd September 2015

PROMINENT TOURISM ASSET
WITH RIVERFRONT LOCATION

» Substantial 18.413ha* land holding
» Zoned ‘Caravan and Camping’

- Significant Improvements include
chalets, cabins, shop/residence,
office, 9 hole golf course,
tennis court & powered sites

- Prime river Reserve frontage
just 13km* from the Albany
Town Centre

» WIWO sale includes land, buildings,
goodwill, plant, equipment & chattels.

*approx.

Inspections strictly by appointment only.

Greg Radin 0411883 995 greg.radin@mmj.com.au
Chris Geers 0410493 057 chris.geers@mmj.com.au



